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Hargrove, Marion. See Here, Private Hargrove. Henry Holt and Co., 
July 23, 1942. 21lp. ¥2.60 


Private Marion L. Hargrove, Jr., ASN 34116620 is a selectee who can 
reduce the simplest problem to its most complicated form, a rookie 

who puts gray hairs in a sergeant’s topknot, a model for all those 

who aspire to permanent KP, in short our 1941 variety soldier in 
training. In See Here, Private Hargrove, ex-Private Hargrove now a 
Corporal of the same name, tells the story of his basic training 
period in a camp below the Mason-Dixon line. Corporal Hargrove is a 
Southerner himself but there is no sectionalism in the book, only men, 
units, the Army. 


In July 1941 Marion Hargrove was a journalistic jack-of-all-trades on 
the Charlotte News of Charlotte, North Carolina with few worries other 
than those attendant upon a little civilian "“goldbricking" and a red- 
headed heart interest in New York until suddenly there it was, a let- 
ter headed "Th. President of the United States to Marion Hargrove, 
Greeting......." Abruptly transferred to a training and replacement 
center at Fort Bragg Hargrove found his zest for life not diminished 
but rather heightened by the new milicu in which he found himself 

and the problem of learning the intricacies of a new way of life. Pri- 
vate Hargrove attacked that problem with a ereeat deal of cheerful 
curiosity much to the dismay of the various ssrgeants who had the dis- 
posal of his existence. He was classified as a cook snd sent to school 
but even his stout heart recoiled at the thought of the furore his 
assignment to mess duty would create. Finally he ended up as a public 
Telations man at headquarters in the same uninteresting type of work 
from which he had fled. 
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There is no continuous story to See Here, Private Hargrove---merely 

a series of vignettes from the army life of e buck private who never 
took himself too seriously. There is a rich typically Anerican vein 
of whinsical humor in this first non-technical and non-professional 
handbook on how to live and let live in the army. Private Hargrove 
himself outlines the six funcamentals: "Watch your attitude, do your 
work, respect your superiors, ty to get along with your fellow soj- 
diers, keep yourself and your equiyment clean at all times, and be- 
have yourself." Learn to do these things and you've adjusted yourself 
to army life. Marion Hargrove learned these things but he learned them 
only after he had been subjected to a "Hardening Process" more severe 
and more orvanized than anything ever dreamed of in collegiate hazing 
eircles. 


Throughout the whole book we are confronted with a parade of the most 
important men in the army, the sergeants. We see the jobs they can 

. discover in an army post, the wiles they devise in getting volunteers 
and the sound pedagogical psychology they use in training the men 
under them without endangering personality balances. We are also 

shown quite definitely the fact that this is still a democratic army 
and that the relations among the men are normal and wholesome. Among 
the most delightful incidents in thse whole book are those dealing 
with the Union of Hargrovian Creditors, a holding company of buddies 
who finance Hargrove's occasional romantic trips to New York in ex- 
change for control of his monthly paycheck. Needless to say the Union 
is usually in the red and Hargrove always seems to emerge with most 
of the cream. Nothing has ever succeeded in amusing this reviewer 
quite so much as Hargrove's mission "to enrich the flower beds of 

Fort Brarg.........With the ‘vitamin deposits' distributed as a surplus 
commodity by the cavalry. 


See Here, Private Hargrove is one of the most readable books produced 
to date by the present wer. It is humorous, delischtful, filled with 

a zest for livine, packed full of good advice and in general a book 
well worth reading. It will not only amuse the reader but will also 
leave him with a new confidence in our American Armv, an army which 
has a job to do and wil? do it, but which nevertheless tries to keep 
its men as normal as possible so that they may be well adjusted to 
life at all times. There is nothine objectionable in the whole book 
which is highly recommended for all classes of readers. 
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Huie, Willi:m Fradford., Mud on the Stars. L.B8. Fischer. June 10, 
1942. 341p. $2.75 


This is an ideal summer night. The air is refreshing, clean and sweet 
after a brief cooling shower, A deep heavenly blue firmament is liber- 
ally sprinkled with bright, twinkling stars. They are so pure and 
wholesome, shining, smiling down on the earth below. It is a breath- 
taking miracle of nature in all its glory. Yes, they are still there, 
those stars, even though occasionally hidden when splashed bv the 

like of Mud on the Stars. 


New Year's Eve, 1941. In a Louisians honkytonk together with the re- 
Yelling soldicry Privat« Peter Garth Lafavor is sivine his all to 

Remember Pearl Harbor to the tune of the thumpine, blaring juke-box. 
And while he is enjoying just a few last drinks prior to pulling out 
for San Francisco and somewhere he invites us to refloet with him on 





his thoughts and deeds since that memorable year of 1929. The me jority 
of us will never forget that vear but because of the 27th of May it 
is doubly significant for Peter. Graduating with the highest average 
in the history of Morgan County High School he declaims with all the 
geal of the youthful valedictorian of the wonderful world into which 
his class is emerging. Then armed with his diplome he sets out to 
establish some records in the Great Race. That night after indulging 
in everything physical, except the "sacred summum bonum,”™ he and 
Cherry Lanson avow to save that for their marriage. 


This then is our hero from the Tennessee Valley, born of traditional 
solid South stock whose ancestry dates back to the time Peter Garth 
came to Alabama from South Carolina in 1785 to claim three thousand 
acres Of good earth as his reward for having frought in the Revolution, 
This is the Garth descendant, the first of his noble lineage to drink 
at the sources of knowledge, as he matriculated to the University of 
Alabama in the fall of 1929. 


For four years Peter imbibed deeply and freely at that font but it is 
quite difficult to understand when and how after plowing through a 
myriad of pages describing "sexual casualness," escapades and plain 
sordidness. Though he came to the false conclusion that ell American 
communists were New York Jews he grew partially sympathetic toward 
the "pink-tainted" folk through his friendship for Harry Lerner and 
Adeline Reed, the free-thinking daughter of a Chicago millionaire. 
This is the Garth heir of May 28, 1933, weighted down with degrees, 
Phi Beta Kappa key, Beta Rho, once more leading his class, arain 
chanting his emotional graduation sone of 1929-only this tine havine 
previously fortified himself to the full extent with Cherry's charms. 


Thrown on his own at the height of the depression Peter becomes a re- 
porter on a Birmingham newspaper, steeps himself in politics, witnes- 
ses the growing warfare between capital and labor, half-heartedly and 
naively attempts to justify racial discrimination in his South, fear- 
fullv sees the grim specter of increasec eovernment control sweep 
onward as Garth Island is forced to vield to the TVA. By this time 
Peter is torn between two forces, s much disillusioned young man eager 
to accept the New Order without releasing his hold on the Old. Still 
friendly toward Harry and Adeline, now raid communist propagandists, 
he swallows greedily of their principles, yet cannot force himself to 
Subscribe to their methods. Then all at once, as the self-appointed 
savior of Alabama he orranizes and edits the Deep South Defender for 
the removal of the New Deal Communists-an action somewnet ironically 
occasioned by the appointment of Hugo Black to the Supreme Court. In 
his new capacity he staunchly supports an anti-sedition bill, but when 
it is defeated by one single vote he sadly awakens to the fact that 
his own side has been employing the self-same tactics as his opponents, 
When Adeline is killed by a bomb thrown into her bookshop and Harry 

is kidnapped and torturtd the farcical attempt to bring their known 
assailants to justice leaves Peter an editor without a word to say. 


Reluctantly convinced, now, that the Old Order of things cannot be 
maintained but rather must give way to the inevitable New order Peter 
wanders off to the West Coast and once more seeks a solution to the 
Perplexing problems of a confused life. But Los Angeles with all the 
Stark realism of its Bunker Hill, the sham religion of its Aimee 
Semple Macpherson, its panderers and procurers, cannot bring peace 
and serenity to a troubled soul. Then the long awaited arrival of 
‘Cherry and a tour through the mountains miraculously convince Peter 
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that life really is worth living, Returned home and settled on a five 
acre piece of land purchased from the TVA, the once bitter opponent 
of the New Deal becomes a public relations man for the TVA, firm in 
his belief that the Old Order can yield to tne New without becoming 
necessarily dangerous, 


Unfortuantely we failed to record that back in November, 1935 Peter 
and Cherrv, some nine vears after their first kiss, seven years after 
their first formal date, and two and a half years after their first 
pedroom scene, lawfully became man and wife. When their first child 
is stillborn Feter sadly reflects that perhaps some of their pre- 

and post-marital adventures with contraception had something to do 
with it. 


However their new years of peaceful life are soon shortened as the 
rumblings of war begin to echo around the world. Shortly before Pearl 
Harbor Peter leaves his wife and home to volunteer in the new Army. 
‘Patriotism? Yes, indeed! But much more deeply rooted than that be- 
cause he realizes for the first time that this war is the result of 
every individual, human frailty, of man's selfishness, materialisn, 
irreligion, in short, his complete turning away from God. Until each 
man finds and corrects within himself what is wrong we cannot hope to 
build a better nation within a better world. Those are the reflections 
of Private Peter Garth Lafavor during the closing hours of 1941. 


Mud on the Stars runs alone the familiar pattern of a man searching 
for Something which he has deliberately put out of his life. As long 
as it remains in the realm of personal history it maintains some in- 
terest despite an obvious lack of strong characterizaticn. But the 
sudden change which transforms it into a jumbled report of current 
events displays hurriedness and uncertain footing. Furthermore, even 
though the author notes that this is not an eutobiography his very 
eagerness to inform the reader of this fact and his apparent familiar- 
ity with events told causes one to be a bit doubtful. 


In appraising the moral value of Mud on the Stars two things must be 
taken into consideration, The book abounds in profanity, vulgarity, 
sexual affairs, rape, racial hatred, in fact, sll the godlessness of 
which a cynical world is capable. And this all written with the 
author's assurance that it does not spring from a desire to be sensa- 
tional. Obviously, and this is the seccnd thought, he wishes to in- 
part a messars, not a new one, that man must return to the belief 

that he has been created in God's own imaze, and until each individual 
uproots the evil in his own soul we cannot hope to root out the evil 
inthe world. For this reason, in spite of its many objectionable 
features, this reviewer feels that there may be some value in this 
- and recommends it with reservations for clear-thinking mature 
adults, 
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Gallagher, 0.D. Action in the East. Doubleday, Doran and Co., Aug. 
21, 1942. 300p. $2.50 


0.D. Gallagher is an officially accredited British war reporter who 

Tetreated with the British from Singapore to Sittang, glorifying the 
cmon soldiers and fliers, censuring the military and civilian lead- 
ship, and excoriating the Burra Sahibs, the fat and selfish Europe- 
& businessmen in the British East Indian Empire, Mr. Gallagher is a 
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South African. His attitude and tone are more crude than is customary 
in the war books by English and American reporters. He keeps refer- 
ring to the Japenese in such phrases as "slant-eved flyine apes called 
Japanese” (p.233), savages, 'JUapanese apes in uniform," and "these 
little yellow-double-dealers” (p.300). The following is his choice 
definition of the purpose of the "wartime pronangandist": "By subtle 
means and crude the propagandist tries to make him (the enemy) out to 
be a brutal, lying, cunning, grasping, noisome, lecherous, nidderineg, 
gluttonous, cowardly, flagitious, obscene, subhuman oaf., An ape, who, 
bv some astounding mischance, has found a gun. It is all part of the 
necessary plan to give pneovle the will to fight; to sive people the 
slight elevated feeling of a crusader" (p.237). 


actually, however, the book is not as bad as his vrinciple of wartime 
writing would lead one to believe. He and Cecil Brown were on the 
Repulse when it was sunk and his account of the action is thrilling. 
fe said the Japanese were not suicide fliers but did “the most ortho- 
dox flying in the world" (p.60). Also he commends them for chivalry 
when they refrained from bombing the rescuing destroyers after sink- 
ing the Prince of Wales and the Repulse (p.75). When the Japanese 
first bombed Rangoon in December the “docks and wharves were jammed 
full of shipping and United States lease-lend material for China" 
(p.122). He blames stupid management for the loss of much of this. He 
enlarges upon the almost unbelievably successful flights of the Amer- 
ican Volunteer Groups, young men released from our forces long before 
Pearl Harbor to fly our lend-leased planes for China against Japan. 
They were paid #600 a month and $500 for every Japanese plane shot 
down. Despite their success few of them finally survived. He refers 
frequently to the "“"grandiloquent boasts" that emaneted from the govern 
ment radio stations and calls the pronouncements of Sir Reginald Hugh 
Dorman-Smith, G.B.E., “untrue. Residents of Rangoon ridiculed his 
statements" (p.111). His description of the agony end misery of the 
evacuating inhabitants as the Japanese advanced make one sick to think 
that grown-up nations cen bring things like that to pass. He finally 
thinks that after Germany hes bean beaten, Japan can be defeated, not 
by attack on the outskirts but bv attacks on her center. 


The book is acclaimed for its frank condemnation of British blunder- 
ings, military and civil. It is not so often pointed out that he not 
Only attacks British efficiency but also questions their honesty and 
impugns their smug and unjustifiable ontimism. For me his unique view- 
point is that after 1939 the Chine war was for Javan merely "eieantic, 
realistic moneuvers," that the Japanese were practicing on the Chinese 
and pretending exhaustion, and that China unwittinely, to hold Amer- 
ican sympathy, fostered this Japanese deception. He also savs the 
Japanese "used the Nazis as much as the Nazis used them. Nay more so" 
(0.158). Though faulty in reference snd transitions, the book is 
interesting. It is unfortunstely marred by its crude and cheap epitheté 
for the enemy. Since we do not want a future generation of race haters 
it is somewhat unsuitable for those too young to fight in this war. 

But it is interesting war reading for adults. 
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Byrd, Sam. Small Town South, Houghton Mifflin Co., Aug. 11, 1942 
237D. $2.75 . 


After he has played the part of Dude Lester on Broadway for many 
years, revisits the small town of his childhood in North Carolina and 
Qnora in Florida to which his mother and stepfather had taken him at 
fourteen, he finds the first changed from a strawberry center to a 
tobacco town and the Onora from the celery corner of the world, after 
the tragedies of the post+#boom years, to a town pleading for tourists. 


In Carolina his visit shows him numberless counterparts of the shifte 
less, drunken, immoral an@ filthy Lesters in Tobacco Road. "I'll show 
you your Lesters. These backwoods are full of Yem® (p.25), The moral 
level is expressed in one fellow's remark, "Town's full of good women- 
wives whose husbands married “em ‘cause they couldn't get ‘em no other 
way," to which another answers, “Dont I know, I had to marry mine to 
get 'er" (p.23). He hears accounts of a murder over a cigarette, of a 
‘father egging his son on to kill another over a sixteen-year-old girl, 
of polygamy the sheriff is afraid to disturb, of child marriages, 

even of fathers dishonoring their own daughters, He visits the hut of 
one child-bride rg and, describing it, rather idyllicajly supports 
the couple in its plea to be let alone by Northern newspapers (p.70). 
He notes that the wives still do most of the work as they did when 
William Byrd in Colonial times wrote akout the Indians of those parts 
(p.30). Also quotes to show that the Indians there had polygamy and 
Indian chiefs adding nine-year-old girts to their dozens of wives 
(p.71), If not flaunted publicly townsmen do not mind if a banker boy 
engaged to a fine white girl has"a little chanse of luck" with a mu- 
letto girl “before settling down” (p.90). He describes the pathetically 
primitive religious practices of the negroes, Traveling on to Onora 

he hears and tells us the story of the wild real estate boom from 
which the town reaped a whirlwind of miseries, suicides, degenerations, 
and despairs. There is a pathetic sketch of Craig whose wife ran off 
with Emery who had deserted his own wife--misery for everybody. 


Then there is a sketch of the crooked small-town politics typified 

by the mayor of Onora; the blindness and selfishness of the people to 
tolerate it until the town and they are ruined for decades, He makes 
the round one day with "Miss Sophia, Social Worker Extraordinary" 
among the people on relief, (Every teacher and reformer and preacher 
should read this,) Her clients are poor but they are not only poor, 
they ere also dirty and immoral and exasperatingly lazy and shiftless 
eeand yet they are God's children whom somehow one must continue to 
help. Finally he visits the new tourist businesses that have sprung 
uw ane distinguishes for us the decent tourist courts and the more 
tumerous immoral "cat-house" courts, (which probably exist every- 
where as they do about Onora), He ends vaguely on the note that as 
the South now talks it may someday also do, 


The book is unevenly interesting and gets better and clearer as one 
goes along, For a fragmentary reader the IMiss Sophia sketah (p,176), 
"Meet the Mayor” mit "Touriste Accommodated"” ¢p,215), and "I 
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look for Lesters" 22) are recommended in that order. The language, 
inspite of the themes, is as restrained and refined as can be ex- 
pected, The tone is not preachy but sympathetic, yet the final im- 
Pression is that shiftlessness, hard drink, gambling, free love, 
adultery are productive of endless misery and unhappiness, The only 
Slight fault is a momentary sympathy With one child-bride marriage. 





Another attitude is that "You can't make people over" (p.232) and 
that it will take much slow, sympathetic, patient effort to lift the 
South from the Tobacca Road habits. The book is recommended for 
adults. 


2K 2K 2 2K 2K >: 9K 2K 


Young, Francis Brett. A Man About the House. Reynal & Hitchcock. 
July 22, 1942. 304p. +2.50 


On the title page Francis Brett Young speaks of his latest book A Man 
About the House as an old wives' tale. This reviewer agrees completely 
It is a storv that will be read bv women, voune or old, by that type 
of woman whose mind is so empty as to be incavable of nothing better. 
The most charitable thing that can be seid is that the book is as 
innocuous as it is vapid. One might be tempted to call it a love 

story but it is far too pallid and unemotional for that. One hesitates 
. to classify it--it is certainly not literature snd even in a pulp 
macazine it could not be given better than a third-class rating, His 
heroine is English and flutters, his villain transparent and awkward 
and worst of all Mr. Young seems to believe that there actually are 
people who believe that characters such as his really exist. 


On his retirement from the Indian Service Lieut. Col. Arthur Isit re- 
habilitated "The Cedars," his old family home now surrounded by the 
slums of North Bromwich. With hin he brings two daughters, Agnes, the 
dominant, and Ellen, the submissive, and arranges a menage in the best 
mid-Victorian manner. After several years Papa dies and the two daugh- 
ters are left almost destitute. Pride and vanity will not permit them 
to abandon their way of life. They conduct an academy for young ladies 
which soon fails and the two are well on the way to starvation when 
their mother's brother dies providentially and leaves them property 
and money in southern Italy. Agnes is nersuaded to examine the prop- 
erty before selling and the two sisters go to Monfalcone whsre they 
find a charning residence foreign to Agnes' English solidarity but 
appropriate to Ellen's more flexible nature. 


Paramount among their possessions is a butler, Salvatore Ferraro, who 
had been used by their uncle as a painter's model and possibly for 
other reasons and who had exnected to inherit the nroperty. Salvatore 
ingratiates himself with the frigidly virginal Agnes and succeeds in 
marrying her. Through everything Ellen moves a stupid but well-meaning 
dolt who is ignorant of even the simvlest truths of life. Salvatore 
now has control of the estate and begins to rehabilitate and extend 

it. At this point Agnes falls ill end is on the point of dyine when 
Sir Benjamin Dench whom she had once refused to marry in India happens 
along and detects the symptoms of arsenic poisonine. Confronted by 

Sir Ben Salvatore shoots himself, Agnes is cured snd goes back to Ene- 
lend leaving romantic and beeutiful Monfalcone to Ellen and Ben who 
ére presumably happy ever after. 


There is nothing harmful in the book. Mr. Young toys with sex on one 
or two occasions but knowing his inability to handle such material he 
vety wisely keeps it at his fineer tips albeit somewhat wistfully at 
times. At the same time there is no positive value of any sort in the 
book, It may be recommended to adult readers but there is no good 
Teason for so doing. 
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Marsman, Jan Henrik. I Escaped From Hong Kong. Reynal and Hitchcock 
July 24, 1942. 249p. “€2.50° °° 


Some information concerning the atrocities and brutality committed 

py the Japanese on their helpless captives has come to our attention 
from stories related bv returning escaped and released prisoners, 
Other has reached us through official sources such as the report 

made some months ago by Anthony Eden. Now in I Escaped From Hong Kong 
Jan Henrik Marsman presents the first full account of events as they 
transpired during the siege and fall of that strategic city. 


A Dutch-born citizen of the Philippines Mr. Marsman is well equipped 
to write about the Far East through long years of residence and large 
pusiness interests which he controlled there. After he moved his 
family to San Francisco from Manila in 1939 he continued to clipper 
to business. 


Last fall he started on one of his periodic quick trips planning to 
be home azain to celebrate Christmas with his wife and daughter. On 
the morning of December 8, while waiting in the bus to be taken to 
the Hong Kong airport base he was suddenly ordered with the other 
passengers to get out as quickly as possible. Presently the bewildered 
clipper crew arrived with the news that their plane had been destroyed 
at its mooring by thirty-five Japanese dive bombers. Incredible as 
the course of events was the air of complacency which pervaded the 
cosmopolitan city was soon dispelled when it became evident how 
thoroughly the Japanese espionage system had prepared the aggressors 
to overcome British resistance. 


When the shelline of the harbor became too accurate for comfort, Mars- 
man And his friends set out for Repulse Bay Hotel on the other side 

of the island. On their arrival there they found the area surrounded 
by countless snipers to whom the author attributes "the secret of 
Japan's success in fighting on land in this war." Contrary to expecta- 
tions that the invaders would attach known strongholds the Japanese, 
aware Of British preparedness at these points, poured thousends upon 
thousands of their well-trained gmipers on the island at little pro- 
tected places. The description of these fighters and their new weapons 
of war, trained fighting does, is one of the enlightening portions 

of the book. 


Fron December 15 to the 23rd the some one hundred and fifty refugees 
at the hotel fought bitterly against overwhelming odes. When they 

did surrender they were almost instantaneously subjected to incredible 
barbaric treatment and forced to gaze upon concrete proof of their 
captors’ cruelty. Next they were taken across to Kowloon Peninsula 
where they were virtually herded into a hotel, packed like beasts in 
rooms, without privacy, food and absolutely no freedom. 


learning that the next move was the transfer of the captives to Stan- 
ley Prison Marsman decided on a ruse to make his escape. Since 
Filipinos were supposed to be free hoe hid while the other prisoners 
were led away to their new confinement. Then he went to the Japanese 
intelligence officers and laid before them his credentials proving 
his citizenship of the Philippines. Somewhat reluctantly the demands 
wre recognized and he was granted his free status. However he wes 
‘Never above suspicion and his situation became more precarious cach 
day. One way of escape was relatively easy if one wished to risk 
Payment of fifty thousand dollars in gold to some Japanese general. 
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Instead Marsman was advanced twenty-five thousand Hone Kong dollars 
by a Chinese friend and with this as payment to guerrilas his escape 
to Free China was accomplished. From Chungking around the world to 
New York was comparatively easy and late in March Marsman was home 
again, too late for Christmas but early enough for a happy Easter 
with his family. 


There is one quality in I Soke From Hong Kong which every intelli- 
gent, clear thinking reader will readily appreciate. It is a simple 
story related as one would tell of his experiences to a group of 
friends in conversation. There is none of the emotionalism, sensa- 
tionalism or impassioned exaggeration which hes come to characterize 
the writings of our more prominent foreign correspondents. Because Mr. 
Marsman was not looking for news but an unwilling participant in this 
series of events he writes with sincerety about things just as they 
happened and not as he expected or hoped for them to happen. Were 
this its only asset the book would deserve reading. But it is further 
enhanced by a clear-cut analysis of Chinese economic conditions, her 
industrial progress and grim determination to win provided she re- 
ceives the necessary planes, tanks and heavy artillery. There is no 
attempt to arouse unchristian hate; only the desire to relate what 

can and has happened in a world at war. The book is endorsed for 
general reading. 
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CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB-AUGUST SELECTION 


Maynard, Theodore. The Reed and the Rock. Portrait of Simon Brute. 
Longmans, Green and Co. Aue. 12, 1942. 273p. £2.75 


Born in 1779 Simon Brute de Remur was just old enough to particivate 
in the French Revolution and just youns enough to escape susnicion 

as he visited prisons, smuggling in letters and often carrying the 
Blessed Sacrament which his older priestly companions could not 

safely carry. Some years later, after working as a printing appren- 
tice, he proved sufficiently apt at medicine to best the soon-to-be- 
great Laennec in the Corvisart Prize competition. Despite his pro- 
ficiency at medicine he never practiced the profession but immediately 
studied for the priesthood, joined the Sulpicians and came to America 
where he was ultimately stationed at Mount St. Mary's the "Mountain" 
as a teacher, chiefly of theology, as a parish priest for the country- 
side and as chaplain of Mother Seton's new foundation at Emmitsburg. 
Some of the most beautiful sections are concerned with Bruté's solic- 
itude for Mother Seton's poverty-stricken sisters. 


Although his piety won for him the title of "Angel of the Mount," 
Bruté was regarded as an eccentric, as an important scholer whose 
attainments had great publicity value but who could not be trusted 
with financial or administrative matters. In a way, he was a reed 
who could not be relied upon; the term, however, should not he taken 
to mean that he was an opportunist, shaken by every new "ism." 


Then came his appointment as first bishop of Vincennes. The Scholar, 
who had always had a yearning for the missionary field, doubted his 
wn fitness, Yet when the Western bishops were unanimous in their 
separately written letters that he should accept, he did so and with 
apostolic zeal began as a missionary bishop. Piety and charity were 
still the nuculei of his life; to these were added a zeal for the 
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maintenance and spread of Catholicism in his diocese, Clearly and 
impressively Dr. Maynard details the record of the five years Bishop 
Bruté spent in founding his new diocese. The person whom his colleagues 
at the Mountain had looked upon as a reed had become a rock, a solid 
pillar of the American Church. 


Not only is The Reed and the Rock worthwhile for its presentation of 
Simon Bruté's portrait but equally to be praised for the attention 
paid to Jacques-André Emery, Superior General of the Sulpicians, who 
"though merely a priest, had been throughout the long Terror, by 
tacit consent, the bishop of the bishops, the man through whom Cath- 
olic organization had maintained itself in France." This reviewer has 
had his interest so aroused in Father Emery, through Dr, Maynard and 
through Helen White (see To the Ind of the World) that he wonders 

why he should have been overlooked so long by biographers and novel- 
ists, The second figure here emphasized is Elizabeth Ann Seton, long 
familiar to readers of American biography but now shown in a slightly 
new relationship. It is a pleasure to recommend to all classes of 
readers this latest biography from the pen of Theodore Maynard. 
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Marks, Percy. Full Flood. Reynal and Hitchcock, July 15, 1942 
306p. $2.50 


Timely and provocative Full Flood relates with unadorned simplicity 
the story of a young hunchback's incessant struggle against adverstiy 
in order to enjoy his full measure of life. Still young in years, but 
quite advanced in mental growth, Terry Price learns from his rustic 
grandmother what living really means for every individual whether 
healthy and robust or weak’ and deformed. But then, perhaps neither 
would that sage advice have been forthcoming were it not for the un- 
welcome but fortunate intrusion of Dr. Richard Kingman into the Price 
household, 


By this time Terry was twenty-four and a graduate of Stanford where 
Japanese had been his forte. As a child of four an indefinable disease, 
inspite of excellent medical attention, had left him hopelessly weak 
with a hump on his back. Like all the little people of this world who 
hever expect much the boy's parents (his father had raised himself 

from a lowly farm hand to head the history department of a prominent 
California high school) were unstinting in their efforts to give that 
child every benefit of a normal life. When Terry left Stanford he took 
wth him, in addition to his scholastic accomplishments, not so much 
the sympathetic pity but the deep-rooted and tressured love of the 
Campus belle, Nan Stephens. Terry beins unwilling to live on his fian- 
tee's personal income, Nan acauiesces to his wishes to keep their 
etgagement a secret and plans for their marriage unannounced until he 
led established himself. 


This was the situation that summer day Doctor Kingman, recently settled 
inLos Perros, decided to stop and have a chat with his new neighbors. 
for all his own physical perfection and professional skill the sight 

& this frail lad at once roused the surgeon's sensitiveness and na- 
tive abhorrence of deformity. Granted Terry's permission the "King" is 
tonvinced by an examination and X-rays thet some building-up and added 
Weight, with the proper fit of clothes, would have Terry appearing 
lothing worse then slightly round-shouldered. 
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With the earnest ampition of youth the youngster diligently takes his 
prescribed long hikes, performs his exercises and gets plenty of food 
ané sunshine, But the new routine, rather than adding flesh to his 
skeletal frame, only aggravates his steady loss of poundage. The rea- 
son is evident to all but the surgeon. For the first time Terry has 
peen made conscious of a difference between himself and normal, well- 
formed people. When the doctor, during a secret visit from Nan, leuzrns 
of the couple's contemplated marriage he subtlely dissuades Terrv fran 
such thoughts with the result that the affair is broken off by his 
young patient. Up to this point Terry has seen fit to follow faith- 
fully and without question his phvsician's advice, but when he is 
ordered to refrain from any work whatsoever his sudden relapse is 
immiment without any apparent cause, 


However lovesick youth cannot hide its troubles from the eyes of old- 
aged wisdom. When an offer comes to Terry from Professor Galton of 

the University of California to collaborate in the writing of a pri- 
mer of Japanese grammar, Grandma Danforth is cuick to sense the im- 
petus her failine grandson most needs. As a youngster Terry had learn- 
ed from the daughter of e Japanese apartment janitor to sneak and 
write that language quite fluently and at the university he hed con- 
tinued to take advantage of his lineuistic success in that field. 

Here then in this offer from the learned scholar and friend was the 
opportunity not to be spurned. Despite parental objection, but forti- 
fled by senescent wisdom, Terry goes about the new task and within the 
hurried allotted time the work is completed. At lest life begins to 
have meaning for the hunchback. Within a short time his zest for life, 
spurred on by his lebors and renewed romance with Nan, whom he had 
accidentally met at Palo Alto while working with Galton, becomes 
something dynamic and wholshearted. Not medical science, but plain, 
wiadulterated common sense sprinkied with a realistic philosophy of 
life awakens him to the realization that life is worth ling in spite 
of any physical or mental torture, provided one is ready to face life 
and be willing to live with pity. 


As a fittine climax to his long struggle Terry is rewarded when he 
decodes short wave messages coming to Japanese aszents operating in 
this country. While conferring with F.B.I. authorities and Army intel- 
ligence officers, both of whom are vieing for his services, Terry pro- 
duces his latest message, Reading the cryptic words "the dredge is 
ready for the oyster bed" Terry's insistence that they can only refer 
to Pearl Harbor is received with derision and authoritative scorn, 
However, as he waiks out of the office that afternoon filled with a 
new vigor for life, he cannot dispel the ominous feeling of impending 
danger, That was Saturdsy, December 6th, 1941. 


Simple and unpretentious Full Flood is well written and e splendid 
Study of characterization. From Terry right through all the secondary 
characters the reader is made to feel that he is associating with real, 
Natural people. The central theme is not distorted by incidentals but 
is carried through with deliberation and clarity. The language is good 
except for a few isolated occasions of profanity which are the only 
objectionable features of the book. Full Flood is heartily recommended 
for all readers above high school level. 
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Terrell, John Upton. Plume Rouge. Viking Press. July 24, 1942 
L98p. $2.75 


Stories of exploration and pioneering in our own country are always 
particularly pleasant reading to Anericans, the more so since our 
heritage in those fields extend almost down to the present day. Even 
today in various parts of the Western Hemisphere we still find pione- 
ering, 2 pioneering stripped of many of its mechanical hardships but 
still retaining its essential characters. Most of us know quite well 
the story of Lewis and Clarke who early in the 19th century, made the 
first exploratory journey into the great Northwest and returned with 
information of a fabulously wealthy country, e country which should 
and must be annexed to our United States. Their work, important as it 
was, was merely a seni-finished blueprint which others could use in 
pbuilding a civilization. Of equal importance was the first coloniza- 
tion expedition, one whose aim was to hold and develop the countrv 
-for the United States, The present book, Plume Rouge is a novel based 
on that expedition starting about 1835 from St. ouis end finsllv 
ending on the Columbia River early the next vear. 


Elliott Steed came to St. Louis and commissioned Benton MacKenzie, he 
of the red feather, to lead an expedition to the Columbia River and 
found Fort Steed as a trading post for beaver pelts. Steed wishes to 
found a colony and guarantees to send a ship to meet MacKenzie at the 
mouth of the Columbia with wives for the men of the expedition. Howe 
ever some women are to so with the party overland. Bent organizes his 
expedition efficiently in every detail. He has the Lewis and Clarke 
maps and intends to go by boat to the headwaters of the Missouri, then 
cross the divide and float down one of the rivers flowing towards the 
Pacific. For days he is delayed by his inability to persuade Pierre 
Antoine, a guide with influence among the Sioux Indians, to join the 
party. During this time he is persuaded to add Alenn Johns who is 
seeking her husband, Ross Johns,who had gone upriver the year before. 


The expedition finally leaves behind schedule having lost precious 
days of early spring. The journey up the Missouri is uneventful 

marked only by the shaking down of the party into a working group and 
by the beginning of Louise Hubert's truculence. Julian Hubert was 
Steed's business agent end he had brought his lovely, willful young 
wife alone intending to leave Oregon by ship on a world cruise as a 
honeymoon. Louise soon becomes disgusted with the trip and her com- 
panions and makes trouble on the whole journey attemvting to get back 
to St. Louis. Near the mouth of the James River they meet Henry Daye, 
a trapper who has wandered over the entire Missouri basin and who 
lives either alone or with the Indians of whom he has great knowledge. 
Daye is on his way to St. Louis but Bent persuades him to accompany 
them to Oregon. Daye tells them that because of Indian hostility it 
will be impossible to follow the Missouri to its headwaters and that 
they must leave the river and fo cross country by horse. He also 
brings word that Ross Johns has been killed by whiskey smuggling com- 
Panions. Alenn and Bent fall in love but restrain themselves because 
the difficulties ahead. 


Pierre guides the party safely through the Sioux territory and with 
Henry they trade for horses among the Aricaras. Descriptions of Indian 
touncils, of trading, of the effect of guns on Indian wars, of the 
forbidden rum trade and its conseauences are found throughout the book 
thd are well done. Passing through the hills, where Louise attempts to 
Scape and causes the death of two men, they cross the plains in the 
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territory of the Cheyennes and the Crows and come to the Big Horn 
mountains and the continental divide. Henry Daye and the Snake Indians 
guide them through the mountains and to the Snake River where they 
puild canoes to float down the Snake and the Columbia, So far the 

trip has been very easy with few difficulties. Here, however, just as 
they are on the last lap disaster strikes. The river which had looked 
so smooth and inviting runs through gorges over which portaging is 
jmpossible. Horses cannot be found and the party is forced to abandon 
equipment and continue the journey on foot. The land is barren, their 
food gives out, they are lost and exhausted but they cross a final 
mountain range into Oregon only to be dealt the bitterest blow of all, 
the British are already in possession and have built uv a thriving 

fur trade. Bent then determines to return by land with the news, feel- 
ing that although he has lost the fur trade he has won many other 


things. 


. Plume Rou is a well written adventure story of our own Northwest. 
There is fittle or no Indian fighting such as too commonly fills 
books of this type. Instead the Indians are won over by trade and are 
not robbed. In addition to exciting adventure there is much of histo- 
rico-economic value in the book. There is occasionsl profanity under 
stress of enotion but that is the onlv objectionable feature. The 
book can be recommended for all adult readers. 
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